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the house, spoke to me frankly of the manner of
life that my lady was leading, and asked me if I
did not think I ought to oppose it before it
became altogether scandalous. I replied that it was
not possible for me to add to my other troubles
that of interfering with a person who had given
herself to me with more apparent advantages to
me than to herself, and who, at bottom, had her
own reasons for complaint

" There is no one," I said, " to whose affections,
self-love, and activity some food is not necessary.
Women of the people have their domestic cares
and their children, with whom they are compelled
to occupy themselves a great deal; women of
fashion, if they have not a husband to whom they
are everything, and who is everything to them,
have recourse to gaming, to gallantry, or to
devotion. My lady does not care for gaming,
besides, she is Still too young to game, she is
handsome and amiable; that which is happening
is too natural to be complained of, and does not
touch me nearly enough for me to desire to com-
plain of it. I do not intend to acquire the ill-
temper or the absurdity of a jealous husband; if
she were rational, serious, capable, in a word, of
listening to and crediting me, if there existed
between us any true harmony of character, I
should perhaps become her friend and should
exhort her to avoid publicity and scandal in order
to save herself unhappiness and not to alienate
public consideration; but, as she would not listen
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